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AN  EXPERIMENT  IN  “QUAKER  DIALOGS” 

The  general  approach  and  structure  of  Claremont  Meet- 
ing’s fruitful  experience  in  Quaker  Dialogs  this  past  year  is 
presented  in  the  following  article.  Friends  interested  in 
knowing  more  about  this  method,  and  possibly  using  it  in 
their  own  Meetings,  are  referred  to  the  Meeting’s  longer 
article  in  the  July  15  issue  of  the  FRI ENDS  JOURNAL. 
V.B.H. 

In  an  effort  to  bring  our  growing  meeting  into 
more  intimate  fellowship  and  deepen  our  spiri- 
tual life,  Claremont  Friends  recently  developed 
a pattern  of  “Quaker  Dialogs,”  based  partly  on 
the  method  of  Rachel  DuBois  and  partly  on  an 
experiment  of  the  Ministry  and  Oversight  Com- 
mittee of  West  Richmond,  Indiana,  Meeting. 

To  begin  with,  our  nine-member  Ministry  and 
Counsel  Committee  held  weekly  two-hour  ses- 
sions for  six  weeks,  rotating  leadership  and 
having  the  leader  select  the  theme  for  the  eve- 
ning, which  was  not  known  in  advance  by  the 
others.  These  sessions  served  both  as  an  ex- 
perience in  deepened  personal  and  spiritual 
fellowship,  and  as  training  in  the  dialog  method. 

The  Committee  found  them  so  rewarding  that 
they  invited  the  Meeting  as  a whole  to  join  in  a 
similar  project.  Around  sixty  persons,  including 
a group  of  teenagers,  responded.  Six  groups  held 
dialogs  over  six  weeks,  following  the  general 
pattern  developed  by  the  Committee,  except  that 
leadership  remained  constant,  and  co-leaders 
were  used  where  possible.  An  effort  was  made 
to  place  husbands  and  wives  in  different  groups, 
and  to  mix  the  ages  and  sexes. 

Briefly,  the  method  involves  the  leader’s 
asking,  first,  a question  or  two  relating  to  child- 
hood, then  other  questions  on  a given  theme 
bringing  it  into  the  present.  Often,  especially  at 
the  opening  of  the  dialog,  the  leader  would  an- 
swer a question  first.  Then  the  questions  go 
around  the  circle,  although  no  one  is  pressed  to 
speak.  Whatever  anyone  says  is  listened  to  with 
full  respect.  The  dialog  is  not  a discussion, 
nor  is  it  “group  therapy.”  It  is  a sharing  of  ex- 
perience on  the  level  of  feeling,  without  probing 
or  cross-questioning.  The  quality  of  the  dialog 
depends  very  much  on  the  mood  set  by  the  lead- 
er, in  terms  of  warmth,  ease,  frankness,  good 
humor,  and  spiritual  insight. 

A sample  dialog  might  have  questions  like 
these:  Did  we  have  certain  heroes  or  models, 
real  or  fictional,  when  we  were  young?  When  did 


we  begin  to  sense  what  we  really  wanted  to  do? 
Have  we  undergone  certain  critical  experiences 
— turning  points  — in  our  lives?  Have  we  felt  a 
sense  or  inner  guidance  at  times?  What  are  we 
seeking  now? 

Some  of  the  themes  of  our  dialogs  were: 

— Our  religious  upbringing  (or  absence  of  it), 
and  later  seeking  and  experience. 

— “Authority”  as  we  knew  it  in  our  child- 
hood, and  now. 

— Our  experience  with  prayers  and  praying. 

— Our  experiences  with  happiness  and  with 
suffering. 

— Playing  and  working  with  others;  cooper- 
ation in  our  own  families,  now. 

The  experience  seemed  to  bring  Friends  more 
closely  together  and  to  be  much  valued  by  all 
who  took  part.  Attendance  remained  high  through- 
out. Many  Friends  look  forward  to  something 
further  along  similar  lines.  Claremont  Meeting 
has  suggested  that  there  might  be  an  interest 
group  on  Quaker  Dialogs  at  Yearly  Meeting, 
when  the  subject  can  be  explored  further. 

- MINISTRY  AND  COUNSEL  COMMITTEE 
CLAREMONT  MEETING 

A MESSAGE  FROM  THE  AFSC 

The  urgent  need  for  concerned  and  quali- 
fied personnel  to  carry  on  the  programs  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  continues. 
New  programs  like  the  Conferences  and  Seminars 
in  West  Africa,  and  older  ones  like  summer 
youth  projects  require  staff  who  have  a deep 
interest  in  furthering  Quaker  concerns,  plus  the 
skills,  understanding,  and  experience  these 
roles  require.  At  present,  there  is  a particular 
need  on  the  West  Coast  for  College  program 
secretaries. 

People  of  many  backgrounds  are  used  in  the 
AFSC,  but  Friends  groups  continue  to  be  a most 
important  source  of  personnel.  I wish  to  suggest 
ways  in  which  Friends  may  directly  assist  in 
meeting  AFSC  personnel  needs. 

As  Friends  learn  about  AFSC  programs,  they 
can  perhaps  think  of  individuals  in  their  Meeting, 
community,  or  campus  who  have  the  interest  and 
qualifications  to  assist  in  some  phase  of  the 
work.  Two  or  three  years  spent  in  an  AFSC  pro- 
gram not  only  give  a person  an  opportunity  to 
serve  significantly  in  an  area  of  great  need, 
but  also  give  perspective  and  insight  to  his 
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vocation  when  he  (or  she)  returns  to  it.  Other 
opportunities  in  AFSC  work  may  continue  for  a 
longer  period,  and  develop  into  a vocation  com- 
bining skills  and  religious  concern. 

Friends  can  also  think  ahead  in  their  own 
plans  to  see  whether  they  could  be  available  for 
a period  of  service  should  an  appropriate  task 
be  waiting.  Inquiries  might  be  made  a year  or 
even  two  in  advance  to  allow  themselves  and 
the  Committee  time  to  explore  possibilities. 

Each  year  I travel  on  the  Pacific  Coast  to 
talk  with  interested  individuals  and  groups  about 
service  with  the  AFSC,  and  will  be  happy  to 
know  of  possible  contacts.  I plan  to  be  at  Pacif- 
ic Yearly  Meeting,  and  hope  I may  have  occasion 
for  some  good  visits  with  Friends  about  service 
opportunities  with  the  AFSC. 

- VIRGINIA  BARNETT 

Pacific  Coast  Personnel  Representative 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
Route  3,  Box  3247 
Bainbridge  Island,  Washington 

REVIEW:  "Towards  a Quaker  View  of  Sex" 

The  topic  of  widespread  and  diverse  commentary,  both 
within  and  outside  the  Society  of  Friends,  this  pamphlet 
was  published  earlier  this  year  by  the  Friends  Home  Service 
Committee  in  London,  and  is  available  from  the  A.F.S.C. 
Orange  Grove  Meeting  held  a Forum  Series  on  it  this  spring, 
led  by  Catherine  Langston,  who  has  written  the  following 
review  for  BULLETIN  readers. 

This  essay,  representing  the  efforts  of  a 
group  of  professionally  qualified  British  Friends 
to  come  to  grips  with  the  sexual  problems  of  our 
time,  is  really  radical  material.  The  immediate 
impetus  for  the  six-year  study  that  resulted  in 
the  pamphlet  was  the  need  to  counsel  young 
Friends  who  sought  advice  in  sexual  matters. 
This  led  to  the  realization  that  neither  the 
Society  of  Friends  nor  the  Church’s  traditional 
view  were  actively  speaking  to  the  condition  of 
sexually  troubled  people. 

The  pamphlet  quotes  from  the  London  Disci- 
pline (Section  493): 

For  some,  there  is  a monogamy  so  entire  that 
no  other  love  ever  touches  it;  but  others  “fall 
in  love”  time  and  time  again,  and  must  learn  to 
make  riches  of  their  affection  without  destroying 
their  marriage  or  their  friends. 

How  then  to  help  those  who  ‘fall  in  love’ 
many  times?  Is  counseling  patience  enough  for 
our  youth  who  are  maturing  physically  earlier 
than  ever?  Must  one  renounce  a mate  because  of 
a moment  of  infidelity?  Must  one  who  has  ex- 
perimented with  homosexuality  in  adolescence 
forever  afterwards  see  himself  as  a homosexual? 
Is  there  a place  in  society  for  the  contribution 
of  a confirmed  homosexual?  These  are  some  of 
the  questions  raised. 

An  attitude  that  rejects  exploitation  and 
spreading  misery  in  any  relationship  (even  a 
monogamous  and  heterosexual  one),  but  rather 


seeks  to  understand  and  respect  love  wherever 
it  is  found,  is  the  only  ‘‘answer’’  at  which  the 
authors  arrive.  They  do,  however,  give  guidance 
to  Friends  who  must  counsel  in  this  field.  They 
do  not  condone  immorality  (as  has  been  charged), 
but  seek  to  derive  guidelines  for  behavior  more 
clearly  from  the  revelation  of  the  Inner  Light 
than  by  adherence  to  an  unexamined,  possibly 
imperfect,  traditional  moral  code. 

The  thoughtful  reader  is  likely  to  conclude 
that,  despite  today’s  increase  of  extramarital 
and  premarital  relations  and  divorce,  the  real 
problem  is  not  sex  but  loneliness.  To  seek  to 
heal  the  loneliness  of  sexually  troubled  people 
through  understanding  and  informed  morality, 
and,  where  necessary,  to  make  professional  help 
available,  is  the  goal.  Friends  must  not  remain 
aloof  from  the  very  genuine  suffering  of  many 
people  because  of  a conflict  between  social 
mores  and  love.  This  pamphlet  is  only  the  be- 
ginning, but  it  may  be  the  pioneer  effort  needed 
to  stir  Friends  to  seek  creative  solutions  to 
these  basic  questions  of  our  time. 

- CATHERINE  LANGSTON 
Orange  Grove  Meeting 

INTRODUCING  OUR  NEW 
MEETINGS:  SANTA  CRUZ 

About  five  years  ago,  half  a dozen  people 
began  meeting  informally  for  worship  at  the  home 
of  Herbert  and  Eleanor  Foster,  and  soon  became 
a worship  group  under  care  of  San  Jose  Meeting. 
From  this  grew  our  Santa  Cruz  Monthly  Meeting, 
which  now  numbers  about  twelve  adults  and  an 
equal  number  of  children.  We  meet  bi-weekly  in 
a rented  building,  and  adults  take  turns  on  a 
program  for  the  children. 

At  first,  active  peace  work  was  indirectly 
connected  with  the  Meeting,  and  wide  interest 
was  manifested.  But  these  works  soon  declined, 
evidently  because  there  was  not  enough  spiritual 
wherewithal  to  sustain  interest. 

So  many  pacifists  don’t  know  how  or  why 
they  became  such:  the  difference  between  them 
and  non-pacifists  certainly  does  not  seem  to  be 
a matter  of  character,  intelligence,  or  religious 
conviction.  They  can  only  say  that  they  are 
immune  to  the  disease  of  fostering  wars  for  some 
unknown  reason. 

This  underlying  mystery  perhaps  explains  the 
inability  of  Santa  Cruz  Meeting  to  continue  its 
interest  in  peace  work.  And  we  are  reminded  of 
the  large  numbers  of  people  outside  pacifist 
groups  who  are  as  seriously  interested  in  peace, 
and  as  anxiously  seeking  answers. 

- SANTA  CRUZ  MEETING 


RESIDENT  HOSTESS  OR  COUPLE,  Quaker,  wanted  for 
Friends  House,  Los  Angeles  Meeting,  4167  So.  Normandie, 
Los  Angeles  62,  Calif. 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


August,  1963  - Page  3 


HISTORY  CORNER 

The  BULLETIN  is  indebted  to  Peter  Gulbrandsen 
(Berkeley  Meeting),  who  sent  us  a copy  of  the  first  Epistle 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends,  dated  Seventh 
Month  25,  1931,  from  which  the  excerpts  below  are  taken. 
He  was  one  of  the  founding  members  of  the  Association, 
serving  as  Recording  Secretary. 

Friends  on  the  Pacific  Coast  have  felt  the 
need  of  a closer  fellowship  among  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  with  others  in  unity 
with  Quaker  principles  and  mode  of  life.  The 
physical  barrier  of  distance  should  be  spanned 
by  a spiritual  bond  of  unity.  Through  the  initia- 
tive in  1930  of  a committee  appointed  by  the 
College  Park  Association  of  Friends  [founded  in 
1889  and  including  Meetings  in  San  Jose,  Palo 
Alto  and  Berkeley]  ...  a conference  was  held 
on  April  25-26,  1931,  at  the  home  of  Howard  and 
Anna  Brinton,  at  Mills  College,  Oakland,  and  at 
the  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting  House. 

The  reports  from  the  fifty  delegates  indi- 
cated that  there  are  several  hundred  Friends  in 
the  eleven  western  states,  and  a number  of  un- 
affiliated meetings,  chiefly  in  the  three  coast 
states.  . . . The  need  for  bringing  them  into 
some  form  of  an  association  on  the  non-pastoral 
basis,  and  for  worship  . . . after  the  manner  of 
Friends,  was  unanimously  felt. 

[The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends 
was  formed,  and  among  its  aims  were]: 

— to  secure  interest  and  inspiration  to  individual 
Friends  and  Meetings. 

— to  afford  encouragement  and  assistance  toward 
solving  the  larger  problems  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  as  a whole,  and  make  valuable  contri- 
butions to  the  spiritual  life  of  each  community. 

— to  preserve  the  advantages  of  independence, 
and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas. 

— to  encourage  groups  of  Friends  to  gather 
weekly  or  bi-weekly  in  meetings  for  silent  medi- 
tation. 

Finally,  in  this  Association  we  are  all 
Friends  and  we  believe  we  are  demonstrating  to 
the  Society  at  large  that  by  laying  aside  the  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  which  unfortunately  have 
arisen  in  the  past,  we  can  unite  on  the  essential 
part  of  the  religious  experience  and  practice, 
namely,  the  life  of  the  Spirit. 


VISITATION  COMMITTEE  - 1963  REPORT 

“No  other  communication  can  take  the  place 
of  a personal  visit,  the  clasp  of  the  hand,  the 
meal  eaten  together,  the  leisurely  face  to  face 
conversation.”  The  members  of  our  Committee 
who  have  been  active  during  the  past  year  have 
tried  to  further  this  form  of  communication, 
especially  in  the  Northwest  and  Southeast  areas. 


where  distances  are  extensive  and  many  Meet- 
ings are  small. 

We  have  encouraged  intervisitation  between 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  The  Pacific  Southwest 
Fellowship,  an  annual  affair  for  eight  years  now, 
has  brought  Friends  from  these  states  into  close 
fellowship  with  those  ia  Southern  California. 

We  have  also  cooperated  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  Ed  and  Ruby  Dowsett’s  visit  in  Southern 
California,  and  with  the  Clerk  to  send  a delegate 
to  the  Mexican  Reunion  of  Friends. 

Some  systematic  visitation  has  been  arranged 
in  the  Northwest  with  Monthly  Meetings,  as  well 
as  with  individual  Friends. 

We  have  established  a clear  understanding 
with  the  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  on 
our  respective  fields  of  visitation  as  being  dif- 
ferent but  complementary.  Since  our  regional 
Meetings  are  expected  to  take  over  gradually  the 
Yearly  Meeting  Committee’s  responsibilities,  we 
do  not  feel  ready  at  present  to  work  out  a more 
elaborate  statement  of  purpose  as  needed  for 
our  Discipline. 

Those  Friends  appointed  to  the  Committee 
for  the  coming  years  may  be  reminded  that  visi- 
tation may  be  “casual”  or  “concerned.”  For 
the  “casual,”  no  committee  is  needed.  The 
pamphlet.  Visitation  among  Friends,  by  Ferner 
Nuhn  (Friends  World  Committee),  was  sent  to  our 
committee  members  for  study  and  is  highly 
recommended  for  defining  the  meaning  of  the 
“concerned”  visitation. 

- JOHN  AND  STEPHANIE  ULLMAN 
Co-Chairmen,  Visitation  Committee 

COLLEGE  PARK  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

Held  in  San  Francisco  on  July  20,  1963 

Major  concerns  reported  by  several  Meetings 
were  losses  in  membership  and  attendance,  and 
the  growing  number  of  divorces  or  separations 
among  members. 

Because  of  insufficient  support  for  the 
Friend  in  Washington  program  this  past  year, 
doubts  were  expressed  over  the  possibility  of 
continuing  to  support  it  in  the  future. 

The  John  Woolman  School  still  has  openings 
for  a few  more  applicants  for  the  fall  term.  Also 
needed  are  additional  pledges  for  financial  sup- 
port by  Friends. 

In  the  afternoon  session,  Ben  Seaver  gave  an 
inspiring  talk  on  his  experiences  at  the  United 
Nations  last  spring. 

Officers  will  remain  the  same  for  the  coming 
year,  with  Betty  Mclnnes  continuing  as  Clerk. 

To  increase  fellowship  and  participation,  the 
October  Quarterly  Meeting  will  be  a weekend 
gathering  at  Ben  Lomond  Camp  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
mountains. 

- ROSALIE  PIZZO 
San  Francisco  Meeting 


Page  4 - August,  1963 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


THE  FRIENDS  BULEETIN 
1616  Tenth  Avenue 
San  Francisco  22,  California 

The  Friends  Bulletin  is  an  organ  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing designed  for  the  exchange  of  information,  news  and 
concerns  among  our  widely  scattered  membership,  and 
for  sharing  our  spiritual  insights.  It  costs  over  82.50  per 
year  per  subscriber,  and  contributions  toward  or  beyond 
this  amount,  sent  to  the  above  address,  will  be  grate- 
fully received. 

ADDRESS  CHANGES.  Please  inform  the  Bulletin  if  you 
move.  The  Post  Office  no  longer  forwards  third  class 
mail,  and  each  returned  copy  costs  us  8^. 

ADVERTISEMENTS.  As  a service  to  Bulletin  readers, 
advertisements  may  now  be  placed  in  the  Bulletin.  Cost: 
5^  per  word. 

ALL  CORRESPONDENCE  should  be  sent  to  the  above 
address. 


BULLETIN  COMMITTEE:  James  Estes,  Chairman; 

Virginia  Harris,  Editor;  Elizabeth  Estrada,  Kristina  Etter, 
Ethel  Miller,  Esther  Morgan,  Betty  Jane  Peckham, 
Gretchen  Rudnick,  Madge  Seaver. 

DEADLINE  for  all  material:  20th  of  month  preceding 

issue. 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 
of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 

Clerk:  Edwin  Morgenroth,  2721  Fifth  Avenue,  Corona  del 
Mar,  Calif.;  Assistant  Clerk:  Gretchen  Tuthill,  3840 

Skyline  Drive,  Carlsbad,  Calif.;  Recording  Clerk:  Walt 
Rail,  602  Hurstview  Avenue,  Monrovia,  Calif.;  Reading 
Clerk:  Stanley  Shaw,  2500  North  Lawrence  Street, 

Tacoma  7,  Wash.;  Statistical  Secretary:  Mildred  Burck, 
120  Vineyard  Drive,  Corvallis,  Oregon;  Treasurer:  Robert 
T.  Young,  234  East  Colorado  Boulevard.,  Pasadena, 
Calif.;  Young  Friends  Clerk:  Connie  Jump,  2806  N.  E. 
Alameda,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 


NOTES  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

AN  INDEX  of  the  major  contents  of  the  FRIENDS  BUL- 
LETIN for  the  past  year  (September  1962  through  August 
1963)  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Editor.  Copies  will 
also  be  available  at  Yearly  Meeting. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

CORRECTION;  The  report  on  Southern  California  Half- 

Yearly  Meeting  in  the  June  BULLETIN  listed  John  Ullman 
as  the  new  Clerk.  John  will  not  take  over  this  position  until 
November;  Ferner  Nuhn  will  continue  as  Clerk  until  that  date. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

DEATHS 

- In  June,  1963,  MARIETTA  WATSON  KORN  (Albuquerque 
Meeting).  The  Meeting  writes:  “We  are  deeply  indebted  as  a 
group  to  Totsie  Korn.  Her  concern  for  a meeting  in  Albu- 
querque, shared  with  others,  led  to  its  modest  beginnings  in 
1947.  She  brought  to  it  a knowledge  of  Friends'  practices 
and  beliefs  from  her  years  in  George  School,  Swarthmore 

College  and  Swarthmore  Meeting She  enjoyed  the  people 

of  our  meeting  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest  and  her  affec- 
tion was  reciprocated.” 

- On  July  11,  1963,  HAROLD  HADLEY  STORY  (Santa 
Monica  Meeting).  He  was  a “life-long  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  a civic  leader,  and  teacher.  In  the  relatively 


short  time  that  (Santa  Monica)  Meeting  has  known  him,  his 
spirit  and  presence  have  been  felt.  He  brought  a knowledge 
and  understanding  of  the  Quaker  heritage,  reinforced  by 
his  own  life.” 

NEW  DIRECTIONS  FOR  FRIENDS 

WALT  and  CHARITY  CHAFFEE  (San  Luis  Obispo  Meeting) 
write  that  they  have  opened  Olive  Branch  Books,  a peace- 
oriented  book  store,  and  would  welcome  used  books  of  all 
kinds.  "We  can  pay  low  book-rate  postage,  but  would  like 
to  correspond  and  agree  on  prices  before  buying  books.” 
Their  address:  Route  1,  Box  92-H,  San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif. 

- ANN  BROWDER  (University  Meeting)  is  now  in  training 
at  UCLA  for  a Peace  Corps  assignment  in  Ethiopia. 

- UNIVERSITY  MEETING  reports  that  work  on  their  new 
building  is  ahead  of  schedule  (!)  and  will  hopefully  be  com- 
pleted by  mid-August. 

- MARGARET  SIMKIN  is  attending  the  summer  session  at 
Pendle  Hill,  after  having  attended  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
WILPF  in  Colorado  in  late  June. 

- PAT  RICHMOND  (Santa  Monica  Meeting)  is  now  in  Mexico 
City  to  work  on  her  Ph.  D.  thesis  on  the  subject  of  the 
Mexican  land  reform  program. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
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